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Name: Assata Thomas 

Organization (if applicable): The Institute for Community Justice (ICJ) 

Position in Organization (if applicable): Director 

How long have you been involved in the Coalition?:  Since October, 2015 

Describe any relevant personal or professional experience that makes you well-qualified to 

serve on the Steering Committee and carry out the mission of the Reentry Coalition. 

• I currently serve as administrator for the Institute for Community Justice, including 
management of data and reporting, fiscal oversight, and fiscal development activities, 
oversight of 17 full time staff members, 1 part time staff member and volunteers 

• Manage formalize partnerships between ICJ and the Philadelphia Department of Prison, the 
Federal Bureau of Prisons, Community College of Philadelphia, Action Wellness, Adult Parole 
and Probation, The Public Defender’s Office, The Reentry Coalition, The People’s Paper Co-
op, The Men’s Resource Center, 1199C and others 

• Manage HRSA funded Special Project of National Significance demonstration project, the 
Enhancing Linkages Project, including managing all reporting requirements 

• Direct logistics and manage and direct all aspects for  annual Beyond the Walls: Prison Summit 
• Coordinate provision of services and assessments through the Access to Recovery program, 

including management of referrals to GED, ABE, Parenting, Anger Management, Financial 
Literacy, Life Skills and Career Development classes 

• Coordinate billing and record keeping, curriculum development and retention activities 

 

I received my BA from Rutgers University, as an adult student, in African American Studies and 

Urban Studies with a minor in Sociology.  I received the outstanding senior student award as 

well as Academic honors in African American Studies.  I am currently in pursuit of a Masters Of 

Restorative Justice degree at Vermont Law School with an anticipated graduation date of Spring 

2022.  Lastly, and perhaps of most relevance, I am an African-American woman with a felony 

conviction.  My life experiences coupled with my academia make me well equipped and 

qualified to serve on the Steering Committee and carry out the mission of the Reentry Coalition.  

For the sake of space, I only included a brief summation of my relevant work and personal 

experience.  I am happy to provide more information upon request.  

Please describe your involvement in the Coalition (subcommittees, meeting attendance, project 

participation, etc) – My initial involvement with the coalition upon my hiring at ICJ in 2015 was 

very much an active participant.  I was on several subcommittees and attend meetings 

regularly.  Upon my promotion to Director in 2017, I remained a member of the coalition but 

was unable to attend as many meetings as regularly as prior to my appointment. Yet, I 

remained engaged, committed and supported the Coalition via my team members and myself.  



 

Why are you running for a spot on PRC's Steering Committee? 

I am running for a position on the Steering Committee as I believe that not only do I have what 

is necessary to move the Coalition forward in its mission of supporting returning citizens, but I 

possess the qualities of excellent, integral leadership who is able to speak truth to power in 

ways that are productive and lend to the best possible outcomes.  I am action-oriented and 

more focused on actions rather words.  My record of accomplishments and partnerships speak 

for themselves. Yet, it isn’t about ME, but about what ICJ has been able to provide for in the 

supporting of impacted persons.  

Do you have any specific goals in mind that you'd like the Coalition to accomplish? 

I would like to sit, listen and then talk with other committee members and leaders and hear from others 

about their concerns and then collaborate on what the priorities should be.  


